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HRD Minis

tryraps UGC

chief for speaking
against govt sche

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 5 June

The HRD Ministry has pulled
up UGC chairman Ved Pra-
kash for speaking against a
higher education scheme
before a Parliamentary pan-
elrecently and asked him to
take prior permission to ex-
press views that are contra-
ry to the government's pol-
icies.

In a strong letter, the
ministry cautioned him for
not following the set conven-
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officials present should
have been seen as a cohe-
sive group, supporting the
programmes of the gov-
ernment, and not as a dis-
jointed unit.

Prakash had contended
before a Parliamentary
Standing Committee meet-
ing on May 26 that the Min-
istry-piloted Rashtriya Uch-
chatar Shiksha Abhiyan
(RUSA) programme was
performing the same task
of funding state institutes
for upgrade like UGC and
therefore was undermining
the latter's role.

He had also argued that
since the bulk of funds is
now going to RUSA, UGC's
endeavour to push for re-
search and innovation could
be hampered. His views
did not go down well with
the Ministry.

The UGC chairman's use
of certain words during
his presentation was also
considered inappropriate by
the Ministry while repri-
manding him, the sources
said.

Pointing to the set of

v ~ o g .
convention in such meet-
ings, the letter asked him
to be careful about these
things for future interac-
tions with the Parliamen-
tary bodies.

Officials said Prakash
had visited the Ministry
later to clear his stand on
{lhi;x presentations made by

HRD Minister Smriti
Irani, who was in China dur-
ing the standing committee
meeting, was briefed by
the ministry officials soon
after her return.

Meanwhile, hitting out
at the Ministry, Congress
spokesperson R P N Singh
said the developments were
not in the right direction.

“The developments,
whether with regards to
IIT director and now the
chairman of UGC, are not
in the right direction. The
education ministry's stand
islimited to narrow confines
of a political ideology,” he
said at the AICC briefing.
Education should be left
to educationists, he added.

Page 30of 7



Business Line ND 06/06/2015 P-16




Page 50of 7

Business Line ND 06/06/2015 P-18




Page 6 of 7

Business Line ND 06/06/2015 P-16




Page 7 of 7

Derecognised Students' Body to Meet I1'T-Madras Director
Today

http://www.ndtv.com/tamil-nadu-news/derecognised-students-body-to-meet-iit-madras-director-today-768988

In a first sign of resolving the ongoing crisis at the lIT-Madras, student members of the derecognised Ambedkar Periyar
Study Circle (APSC) would meet the institute's Director Professor Baskar Ramamoorthy who has returned from his
overseas trip.

Akil, one of the student members of APSC said "We have been invited and around five of us would meet the Director".
However the standoff continues on the conduct of the board of students convened by the management to sort this
issue. APSC has refused to participate in it to present its views. "We first want an unconditional re-recognition of APSC.
Only then we would participate in talks and present our views and discuss other demands," added Akil.

The board of students comprises of all elected student leaders and Deans. The institute says APSC had violated
guidelines by using the name of lIT-Madras in its publicity. However students claim they've been targeted for criticising
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his government's policies.

Following derecognition the APSC is not allowed to use the auditorium, official email and even the notice board.

The crisis has struck a chord with student communities and political parties across the country. Over the last week police
detained several hundred protesters from the DMK, VCK and other outfits that demand reinstatement of APSC.

Among other demands APSC wants equal space and access for all student associations in lIT-Madras. "There's a strong
right wing patronage by the management. There are a few pro-Hindutva associations like the Vivekananda Circle which
do not face any trouble at all," said S Abhinav, a member of APSC.
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